PLAT of OLD TOWN FERNANDINA
The layout of Old Town remains unchanged since the Spanish platted it in 1811, although an 1821 map shows that the town had been extended past the original Eastmost street of Commandant, to include New and Towngate Streets. The plat followed the “Law of the Indies” that described how settlements in the New World were to be laid out. These rules defined the location of the Plaza, churches, schools, and houses, and they shaped Old Town’s layout.
As you will see when you visit Old Town, much of Old Town west of Marine Street has been eroded away. But the remainder follows the original Spanish grid. Note how blocks consist of eight or ten “peonias’; the peonias located on the western and eastern sides of each block are divided into two “media peonias” or “mid-peonias”. Legend has it that a peonia was reckoned to be enough land to support a Spanish foot-soldier with crops through the year – a reward perhaps for participating in a conquest. Perhaps too the media-peonias were used for dwellings and outbuildings, while the interior peonias may have originally been intended for cultivation.

The dimensions of a media peonia – 46.5 feet square – seem arbitrary. The Spanish used the Vara as their unit of measure. The Vara is in fact 0.8359 meters (or about 33 inches). The plat made the dimension of each media-peonia 17 varas by 17 varas. The streets (including the right-of-way on both sides) are also 17 varas wide. And 17 varas is 46.5 feet. We are only a little wiser, because we do not know why the Spanish chose 17 varas. 
But it is convenient, because the area of one media-peonia is (perhaps coincidentally) 200 square meters (or just under 1/20 of an acre). Our zoning designation (OT1 or OT2) calls for a maximum density in Old Town of 10 dwelling units to the acre, so the smallest buildable lot is a peonia (or two adjacent media-peonias).
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1811 plat said to be Clarke’s map.
Note how the street names differ in some ways from the way our street signs are spelled. And notice too how the orientation of the media-peonias around the Plaza differs from their orientation elsewhere in Old Town where they are typically placed on the Western and Eastern sides of each Block.
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